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THE WAY OF IDENTIFICATION 


Whe is weak and I am not weak? 


Few persons have shown such power 
as Paul showed to identify himself 
with others. He knew how to make 
their interests his own, how to rejoice 
and suffer with them, sharing their 
deepest emotions. He became a part 
of the life around him. Perhaps 
nothing brings this out more vividly 
than his reference to his Jewish 
brethren, his enemies and persecutors, 
threatening the life of the churches 
for which he was ready to give his 
life. . We have his agony of identifi- 
cation wonderfully set forth in the 
ninth, tenth and eleventh chapters of 
Romans where Pau! seems to be 
struggling between the knowledge 
that he has been called out from 
his brethren into a new and better 
life and his passion to identify him- 
self with them even if it meant 
his being rejected for their sakes. 
The inward struggle is such as is 
involved in any real sharing of 
Christ’s redemptive work. 


Oh! to save these, 
for their saving, 


Die for their life, 
for them all. 


to perish 
be offered 


We see the same struggle in Moses 
when he prayed that he might even 
be blotted out of the book if the 
peoms were not after all to be saved. 

ot content with giving his life ina 
long and often unappreciated service, 
he is ready to forfeit his véry sou! in 
order to save the nation. Here is 


I became all things to all men. 


patriotism of no mean order. Would 
to God we had more of it in the world 
to-day! 


When these words are being read 
members of the National Christian 
Council will be on their way to its 
deferred Annual Meeting, or actually, 
it may be, engaged in its delibera- 
tions. In what spirit are we to meet? 
‘The situation in China is still grave 
beyond description. The demand for 
true patriots is greater than ever. 
Internal problems are complicated by 
the difficulty of adjustment with 
foreign powers. A group of persons 
honestly trying to discover the will of 
God for the Christian movement in 
China at this time is certain to be- 
Come acutely conscious of its need for 
guidance and courage in this task, 
There is another need which may not 
be so keenly felt. It is forthe power 
of imagination and sympathy, the 
ability to think and feel one’s way 
into the situation. ‘To discuss China’s 
need objectively is not enough. The 
call of the hour to us is that we 


identify ourselves with all who suffer 


and struggle and are bafiled, to know 
their pain as our own, their defeat as 
involving us, their bewilderment as a 
personal one, their cry as breaking 


forth from our own lips. 


One of the purest minded followers 
of Paul in this way of identification 
was the American, John Woolman. 
In crossing the Atlantic he could not 
bear to think of the lot of the stokers 


10. 


CONTENTS. 
The Way of Identification. 


Forthcoming Annual Meet- 
ing. 


The Proposed National Pro- | 


gram. 
The Chinese Bulletin. 
Anti-Opium Week. 


First Summer 


School of | 
Rural Training. 
Threefold Campaign. 


The International Missionary | 
Council. 


China ard India. 


Movements and Plans of | 


Secretaries. 
Christianity and the Treaties. 


Notes and Comments. 


Bear Ye One 


Burdens. 


Another’s | 


s 
| 

i 
Ne. 20 September, 1926. 

4 — — — — — 
| 

4 
5. 
& 6. 
| 
| 
11. 
22. 
| 
; | 


2 THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 


on whose labour his comfort and 
progress depended. He must needs 
go down among them and share the 
horrible conditions of suffocation and 
exhaustion in which such workers 
lived in those days. It was he who 
saw the vision of men in as great 
misery as they could be in and live, 
and who, when he saw it, knew that 
he was bound with those in one 
common life and that he might no 
more consider himself to be a distinct 
and separate human being. This 
experience opened the door to sacri- 
ficial service and fitted him to be a 
pioneer in the liberation of the slave. 


This is what it means to be a 
Christian. We may not cut ourselves 
off from our brethren. To do that is 
to cut ourse! ves off from Christ Him- 
self. The more deeply we penetrate 
into His spirit the more surely are we 
called to tread the costly way of 
identification. For this is the way 
He trod. To save men He became a 
man. To lift us from temptation He 
was tempted in all points as we are. 
To relieve our loneliness and suffer- 
ing, He was as one who had no place 
to lay His head. In all our afiflic- 
tion He was afilicted. To conquer 
death for us He died. There was, it 
seems, no other way by which man- 
kind could be lifted into the divine life 
for which we were created than that 
the divine life should be lived in a 
man limited, struggling, weeping, 
agonizing as He trod the way of 
identification in order to lead us into 
the highway of salvation, 


To stop short of this is to miss the 
great glory of our service for Christ. 
What it means to each one cannot be 
determined by another. There is no 


uniformity in this expression of faith 


through works. But unless there is 
rome place in our life where we are 
bearing the sorrows and are identified 
with the struggle of the people we 
cannot hope to be Christ's representa- 
tives among them. 


Paul uses a strange phrase when he 
says that we are to fill out that which 
lacks in the sufferings of Christ. Can 
there be any lack? If there were, who 
are we to make it up? Yet surely he 
means something. Heseems to catch 
a vision of the possibility of Christ’s 
failure in the supreme enterprise for 
which He gave Himself. What pos- 


sible cause of failure could there be? 
Is it not that men who have been 
won by His love may shrink back 
from the cost of going with Him 
along the path of identification? 


Here are we foreigners in China as 
missionaries. Let us ask ourselves 
where the shoe pinches. Are we 
maintaining our rights or’ seeking 


our safety when those whom we have 


come to help are losing the one and 
have no assurance of the other? Are 
we holding ourselves aloof in a 
superior attitude so that we erect a 
wall between ourselves and our 
brethren? Are we withholding those 
precious confidences which make for 
the deepest friendship lest we lose 
dignity or influence? Have we fenced 
ourselves round with an invisible yet 
impassable fence by our preoccupa- 
tion in good works, our many com- 
mittees, our social standards or even 
our standards of efficiency? 


These are questions which we mis- 
sionaries need to face. But missionary 
or Chinese, whatever our place in the 
one great family, do not all Christians 
alike need to learn more of what it 
means to tread the way of identifica- 
tion? It leads to the citadel of men’s 
affections and aspirations, as well as 
to their pains and fears. It leads 
through our fellow man to God Him- 
self. By this path we and they to- 
gether can pass into the holiest. He 
who became in al! things like unto 
His brethren asks us to tread this way 
with Him. He who shrank at no- 
thing but became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross, 
opens the richest treasures of His 
friendship to those who will walk this 
way. If the members of the Council, 
in their search for God’s will to-day, 
can tread it there is no knowing what 
service they may be enabled to render 
to China and to Christ. 


H. T. H. 


ANNUAL MEETING, 1926 


As our readers know, the conditions 
in China during the spring were such 
as to make the N.C. C. deem it in- 
advisable to attempt to hold the 


Annual Meeting at the usual time in 


the middle of May. The deferred 
meeting was called for October 13-20, 
and the indications are that it will 
be a pretty full meeting. 


Although the conditions in China 
have led the Executive to feel justified 
in calling the Council for October, no 
one can regard them as other than 
serious, and no doubt the Council will 
meet under a sense of.the great res- 
ponsibility with which the Church is 
faced in a country rent with divisions 
and unable to achieve, in a political 
sense at any rate, any real national 
unity. That there is a deep unity in 
certain aspects of Chinese life no one 
who looks beneath the surface can 
doubt. What about the Church? Can 
the Christian forces of China main- 
tain and evidence so deep a unity in 
Christ, so living and dynamic a fel- 
lowship that they shall become a 
contributory factor of real significance 
in the developing life of this country? 


The question of Chinese national 
reconstruction is closely linked with 
that of her external relationships, and 
the Council will be called upon to 
consider whether there is sufficient 
agreement among the Chinese and 


missionary forces in regard to the’ 


treaties and the special privileges of 
missionaries and Christians to justify 
any statement. That made at the Mott 
Conference in the following terms was 
agreed to by a fairly representative 
but comparatively small group: 


and the 
toleration clauses are in many im- 
portant ways now prejudicial to the 
progress of the Christian movement 
in China. The we to the 
Conference aré unanimous in their 
conviction that both should be 
removed. 


“In dealing with questions of 
this nature, Christian bodies should 
seek further to ascertain the mind 
of the Christian community through 
the whole country and to interpret 
it faithfully to the Christian world. 
Above all, they should spare no 
effort to strengthen the hands of 
Chinese Christians, whose spirit of 
sacrificial devotion is so unmistak- 
ably manifest. 


“The changes proposed are of 
such consequence that there must 
be thorough inquiry and consulta- 
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tion, together with continued inter- 
Cession, as to ways of meeting their 
implications.” 


Does this represent such a measure of 
agreement as to justify an expression 
by the Council? It is clear that the 
- Council is so constituted that it must 
reflect the general opinion of the 
bodies which have united in constitu- 
ting and maintaining it. Quite apart, 
therefore, from the view of individual 
members of the Council, there is laid 
upon that body the difficalt task of 
discovering how far those views, if in 
general agreement among themselves, 
are representative of the organiza- 
tions they serve. 


In order to help the Council to face 
this situation the Executive has 
drafted a form of resolution for dis- 
cussion. This resolution has not been 
adopted by the Executive as its own 
opinion but is simply proposed in 
order to bring to a head in a concrete 
form the discussion on this subject. 
The draft resolution which was print- 
ed in the last number of the Bulletin 
is as follows: 


“The National Christian Council 
places on record its conviction that 
the Christian Church and Christian 
Missions should preach the gospel 
and perform Chr'stian service in 
China upon the basis of religious 
liberty freely accorded by the Chinese 
people, and that the toleration clauses 
now embodied in the treaties with 
foreign countries, and the privileges 
of extra-territoriality should be re- 
moved.”’ 


These public questions, however, 
are by no means the most important 
vnes for consideration by the Council. 
Deeper down. lies the question as to 
China’s spiritual need. The Mott 
Conference referred to above gave a 
large part of its time to the consider- 
ation of these deeper questions, and 
it will no doubt bea stimulus to the 
Annual Meeting to have before it the 
findings carefully prepared at this 
Conference on some of these questions. 
We may particularly draw attention 
to the following: 


**Material equipment has been 
greatly increased, and it should 
continue to be increased. Manage- 
ment of this, however, may require 
an undue proportion of the thought 


and time of Christian leadere, both 
Chinese and missionary. It may 
also impress non-Christians with 
the wealth of the church rather 
than its spiritual powers. It may 
even bring doubts into the minds of 
some as to the real desire of the 
church to share the burden of 
sorrow and suffering of the poor as 
Chris: did.’’ 


The diagnosis of the situation as 
contained in this and other resolutions 
led to a series of findings dealing with 
the ways by which this situation 
should be met, commencing with the 
following: 


“Christian workers, Chinese and 
missionary, most determine to find 
time for wnhurried Bible study, 
prayer and meijitation. No work 
can be of sufficient importance to 
justify crowding out communion 
with God, wherein a Christian 
worker dedicated to the doing of 
His will seeks guidance as to what 
work should be done and power for 
the doing of it.” 


In the light of these and other 
resolutions and in the light of the 
situation as a whole the Council will 
look into particular constructive pro- 
posals such as those contained in the 
following article in regard to a National 
Program. Are these proposals those 
most calculated to unite the Church in 
a forward movement, to give hera 
sense of direction and purpose and 
unity, to enlist to the fullest extent 
the latent energies of her members? 
Here again the question arises as to 
whether the members of the Council 
in themselves agreeing to such a pro- 
gram (with such modifications as 
might be decided upon) can regard 
themselves as acting on behalf of the 
large constituency concerned. ‘There 
is need of wisdom as well as courage 
in dealing with these proposals. 


After all, there is something to be 
considered which comes before the 
decision as to a National Program. 
What is the actual condition of the 
Church in China? What are her 
Geepest needs? How can she become 


- @ truer servant of this people? In 


order to prepare the minds of members 
of the Council for this consideration 
the following questions have been 
sent to all members and there may 
well be in the minds of readers of the 


which 


Bulletin all over the country. Per- 
haps some who will not be at the 
Council meeting may feel moved to 
send us geome pe:sonal express:on in 
regard to one or more of these ques- 
tiors. If so, the secretaries of the 
Council will greatly value such con- 
tributions and seek to give them full 
weight. 


Questions Proposed to Members 


of Council 


1. What are the deepest issues 
of the Christian Movement in China 
which have been raised in your 
mind by your experience during 
the past year? 


2. Do you find that the Church 
as you know it is really facing these 
issues, and if not, how can it be 
helped to face and solve them? 


8. In what way can the National 
Christian Council help to this end? 


4. What part can individual 
N. C. C. members take and how 
can the secretaries most usefully 
cooperate? 


a. In your area =. 
b. In your denomination 


5. Does the outline for the Pro- 
vou have received 
appeal to -you as a_ practicable 
method of helping the churches? 


If so, how can it be improved? 
If not, have you an alternative? 


6. In what ways can the force 
of national feeling be enlisted in 
con-tructive effort along Christian 
lines and can the Church perform a 
service to the nation in regard to 
this matter? 


Various problems concerned with 
the life of the Council itself will come 
before the Annual Meeting. Owing 
to the withdrawal of the China Inland 
Mission we shall lose the presence of 
some who have been much yalued as 
members of the Council, and no donbt 
there will be a general desire that the 
time may come when the: China 
Inland Migsion may once more take 
its full part in the life and work of 
the N C. C, 
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The Exeoutive have decided that 
cé:tain places which have become 
vacated on the Council should be 
filled for this year only through 
nominations trom provincial and city 
federations. Certain of these which 
have been actively at work have heen 
asked, therefore, to make sugvestio::s 
a8 to members who couid attend the 
Annual Meeting, and it.is expected 
that about ten such persons will be 
ablé to join in the discussions. (The 
question of permanent places in the 
N.C. C. will: ome up for discussion 
at the annual meeting.) ‘This will 
give a sense of relation-hip between 
the Council and local interdenomi- 
national groups which we have un- 
fortunately lacked owing to the fact 
that the basis of repre-erntation on 
the Council has been denominational 
in the main. One of the interesting 
questions raised for the Council will 
be whether in looking into the future 
this type of geozraphical representa- 
tion should take a larger place and 
whether proposals should be made in 
this direction when another National 
Conference is held, 


These and other stimilar questions 
are, however, secondary to the main 
purpose to be achieved by gathering 
together such a considerable body of 
persons from all parts of the country. 
W hat every one who comes will need 
is patience to understand the point of 
view of others, a humble determina- 
tion to discover the purpose of God 
for us at this time, and courage to go 


forward even when the way seems 
dark and difficult. 


This article is written in the hope 
that many readers during these days 
will be j»ining with the members of 
the Council in prayer along these lines 
and in definite expectation that there 
will be given to the group meeting in 
Shanghai, and through it to the 
Church, a fresh vision and a fresh 
power to go forward in the following 
of Christ and in the extension of His 
Kingdom. 


NATIONAL PROGRAM 


The following draft has been 
duplicated and circulated to a con- 
siderable number of people in China 
and many interesting suggestions and 


comments have already been received 
in regard to it. it will come up for 
con-ideration at the Annual Meeting 
and it is hoped that others begides 
Council members and those who have 
already had the opportunity of con- 
sidering it may send in suggestions. 
lt 1s, of cour-e, by no means decided 
that such a program should be 
adopted, the niatter still being left 
open until the Council itself meets. 
The proposals emanate from the staff 
and Executive. 


“The National Christian Council was 
called ii:to being in order to serve the 
Christian forces in regard to matters 
where there is general agreement and 
in order to stimulate thought and 
collect facts in regard to other matters 
in which the churches are concerned. 
In regard to the former part of its 
function the Coune:l has hitherto 
largely confined its effoits to one or 
two quite specific issnes such as the 
Week of Evaigelism and the Anti- 
Opium Movement. The question 
now arises as to whether it may be 
able to serve the churches in helping 
towards a national concentration of 
effort on certain definite parts of the 
immense programme to which the 
church is committed. The Council, 
as is well known, has been devoting a 
good deal of attention to certain ques- 
tions which require the careful thought 
of all Christians. For example, it has 
made some study the industrial 
situation, of the problems of the in- 
digenous church, of the relation of 
the Church and Home, of the question 
of Christianizing the rural areas in 
China, of the problems connected with 
Religious Eduvation. It has further 
been responsible for i:suing ‘The 
China Mission Yearbook’, “Ihe China 
Church Yearbook,’ and the ‘Mission- 
ary Directory.’ It has during the 
last year especially studied the ques- 


tion of Chinese Christian and mission- 


ary opinion in rega'd to the toleration 
clauses in the treaties and the que-tion 
of extra-territoriality. The object of 
the concentration suggested in this 
paper would not be to reduce any of 
these activities. Neither wou!d it be 
to reduce any of the general activities 
of the churches related to one another 
through the National Christian Coun- 
cil. ‘The idea is rather to pick out a few 
activities in such a way that we might 
all together make a forward move, 


munity as a whole. 


‘In considering how this might be 
done we must remember that many 
churches are weak and led by those 
who have little experience or personal — 
force. Can we find lines of concen- 
tration applicable to weak as well as 
strong churches, to country as well as 
city ones, to every part oi China and 
every section of the Cluich? It is 
hoped during the next few months to 
draw out thouglit on this question so 
that the Council may be iu a position 
at its Annual Meeting in October to 
determine upon lines of advance and 
concentration if these should be felt 
then to be desirable. 


“It is possible to divide the field into 
two main divisions, thinking first of 
the inner side, tle life of the in- 
dividual with God, and _ thinking 
secondly of the outer expression, the 
witness to Christ by life and work in 
the world at large. Is it possible to 
take one or two specific tasks in each 
of these large fields and so concentrate 
our thought and effort upon them 
that the whole Church will be 
deepened in its spi: itual experience and 
help more effectively to bring Christ 
into the life of China? One thing at 
least we all agree, namely, tha: Christ 
has a word of life and power for this 
country, that if men could but see and 
follow Him a new day must dawn for 
them as individuals and for the coun- 
try asa whole. He leads us to know 
God as our Father; He saves us from 
the sin which separates from God; 
He drives us forth to servive; to take 
Him seriously is to tread the way to 
peace and righteousness and the reign 
of universal love. Further, if ‘ hrist 
is to meet China’se need He must be 
eeen by the people of China through 
the lives of those whom He has won 
to Himeelf, 


**Taking this central conviction as 
our starting point we might think of 
such activities as would help to bring 
Christ more truly into our hearts, our 
homes, our neighbors’ lives, the com- 
In each of these 
directions we might specify one method 
on which the churches could con- 
centrate during, say, twelve months. 
For example, we might seek to bring 
Christ freshly into the hearts of all 
His people by promoting an eftort for 
1 Bible reading Church, or an‘ effort 
for a deeper prayer life or by con- 
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ecentrating upon deepening the worship 
in our chur-hes and schools. We 
might seek to bring Christ more truly 
in‘o our hemes by a new effort for 
religious education by parents of their 
own Children, by stimulating family 
worship, by strengthening the link 
‘between church and home, and so 
forth. We might seek to help our 
neighbours to tind Christ by more 
persona! evangelism, by a united 
campaign of meetings, by a great use 
of tracts or in other ways. We might 
seek to work out the Christian way of 
life in the community by attacking 
the opium evil, by a campaign for 
better health conditions, by educating 
pecple in regard to the evils of gam- 
bling, by helping them to see the 
peaces b'+ natare of the Gospel or ina 
thousand other ways. 


‘“‘Now what, if anything, shall we 
concentr:te on? To name all these 
matters aud methods bewilders and 
almost overwhelms. To pick out a 
few gives one a sense of direction and 
a hopeful feeling that something can 
be done eve: where the Church is 
weak and poor. ‘The first item in each 
group is the one which, at the present 
moment, has found favour, but the 
lines of the programme and indeed 
the question of having a programme 
at all must wait till the Annual 
Meeting of the Council, October 13-20. 
Therefore anything sent in by way of 
comment, criticism or suggestion will 
be greatly welcomed. Above all let 
us pray that the Holy Spirit may lead 
us forward to see God's will for China 
and for the Church in China in these 
momentous days, and let us believe 
that He has for us something very 
much better than anything we have 
experienced in the past. 
to use ali the powers He has given us 
to discover together what ie His will 
and then with all our might in 
oourage, humility and confidence go 
forward.”’ 


THE CHINESE BULLETIN. 


The question has been raised as to 
whether it might be possible to issue 
the Chinese Kulletin (China for 
Chri-t) the English /3ulletin as 
identical publications with precisely 
the same material, The matter has 


It is for us 


been considered and it is felt that 


this would not quite meet the case, as’ 


the needs of the readers of the two 
Bulletins are not indent.cal. A large 
amount of material does, as a matter 
of fact, go into both though the 
method of precise translation is not 
used except in ufficial documents. Jn 
order to meet the demand of our 
English readers, however, we are 
proposing from now on to give some 
account of the material contaiied in 
the Chinese Bulletin in each issue of 
the English one, the referene:s being 
given t» articles that are translations 
or that are practically che same in the 
two Rulleting. In order to carry out 
this idea we give herewith the contents 
of the China for Christ Bulletin issued 
on September !Uth for the two months, 
August and September. 


Contents of China for Christ 
Bulletin. 


I. The statement in regard to the 
possible National Program to be con- 
sidered at the Annual Meeting. 


This statement has been issued also 
aS a separate one in Chinese and can 
be obtained from the National Chris- 
tian Council office by any one who 
wishes to have ccpies for discussion 
or for use. The statement follows the 
same general lines as that contained 
in this month’s English Bulletin, but 
the two statements are not precisely 
the same. 


II. Material dealing with China’: 
Treaties with foreign powers. 


The main part of the Bulletin is 
devoted to a presentation of ‘the 
material dealing with the treaties 
between China aiid foreign powers and 
the attitude of missions, missionaries, 
Chinese bodies and Chinese individuals 
thereto. This long article is divided 
as follows: 


1. Preliminary statement which 
deals with 


a. Actual privileges accorded in 
the treaties. . 


—b. A summary of reasons against 
revirion. 


c. A summary of reasons in 
favour of revision. 


2. Selected material from foreign 
sources: 


a. From America. 
b. From England. 
c. From China. 


Under each of these headings six 
typical statements are given represent- 
ing different points of view, as far as 
possible, and in each case only the 
action of official bodies is used. 


3. Chinese material. 


a. The declarations of bodies in 
China including the proposal by 
the Exesoutive to come forward for 
discussion at the Aunual Meeting, 
the resolution passed by the Mott 
Conference, actions by various 
church bodics and group meetings. 


b. Replies to a questionnaire 
sent out in a previous number of the 
Bulletin. ‘These are summarised 
and the summary of replies as issued 
in the Chinese Bulletin is given in 
thecurrent number of this English 
Bulletin. 


ce. Quotations from individual 
opinions and art’cles which have 
appeared in the religious press. 


Ill. Reports of work done by the 
N. C. C. Commitiees being mainly 


those of Rural Church Committee and | 


the anti-gambling campa‘gn of which 
@ summary appears in thi. issue. 


1V. Announcements, particularly in 
regard to the Anti-Opium Week and 
the Timothy Richard Fund, similar 
announcements appeariny in this issue. 


ANTI-OPIUM WEEK 


Most of the readers of the Bulletin 
will have received before they read 
this the cal! iseued by the National 
Anti-Opium Association to assist in 
the Arnti-Opium Week, October 3-9. 
Suggestions are being made that eaoh 
day in this week should be set aside 
for special work, as follows: 


October 3—Anti-Opium Sunday. 
October 4—Educational Day. 
October 6—Law Enforcement Day. 


October 6—Amelioration Day. 
€October 7—Women’s Day. 


October 8—Branch Association Day. 


October city-wide demon- 
strations or parades. 
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A special poster has been prepared 

illustrating the idea that the people 
of China are awakening to the necessity 
of overthrowing the traffic. These 
posters as well as other material and 
detailed sugge:+tions for the use of the 
Week can be obtained from the 
National Christian Council. It is 
hoped that al! readers of the Bulletin 
who are working in China will have 
already received this material and 
have their plans made for acting on 
it before they read these words, but 
if by any chance there are those who 
have not done so it will not be too 
late for persons near shanghai to get 
the material, and in more distant 
centres it may be possible to use the 
same material at a somewhat later 
period. 


For the use of persons both in 
China and elsewhere we are reprinting 
the suggested topics for prayer issued 
in connection wih the use of the 
Anti-Opium Sunday, as ‘ollows: 


1. For the Church. That it may 
be kept pure and stand before the 
world as a light in the darkness. 


2. For the Christians. That they 
may be empowered by the Holy Spirit 
to work through the Church to bring 


of sacrifice, zeal and persi-tencs. 


8. For the Pastors. To deliver the 
message of God, of His holiness, 
purity, righteousness and love, that 
the people of China may repent of 
their social s:ns. 


4 For Christian Workers. Evange- 
liste, educators, doctors,social workers, 
writers, etc., to contribute their best 
in participating in this moral crusade. 


5. For Christian Homes. To help 
mothers to educate their own children, 
to keep themselves free from drug 
habits and to perform service in the 
eradication of the black traffic, so 
that the Christian homes may be a 
light tothe community in this respect. 


6. For China. That China may 
maintain a stable and just government 
and that her c:tize.s may turn to 
God and accept Jesus Christ as their 
Sav our. 


7. For Men in Power. That they 
may feel the sufferings of the people 
due to famine and civil war, which 
are the main causes resulting from 


the opium traffic to an end, ina spirit - 


the recrudescence of opium; that they 
will repent and ue their power to 
serve tlie needs of the people. 


8. For Foreign Governments involved 
in the Production and Manufacture of 
Opium and other Narcotics. That they 
may hasten the day of limiting these 
to medicinal needs. 


9. For the good people who are not 
in the Church. That they may unite 
with the Christians in this common 
duty. 


10. For those who join in this fight. 
That their work to free the world 


from the bondage of narcotics may © 


lead to successful resulta in the com- 
ing Geneva Conference under the 


auspices of the League of Nations in 
1929. 


In addition to the poster especial 
literature can be used on this occasion 
as follows: 


Special Tracts. ‘‘Down Blackism’’, 
Price per 100 8.40, “Solving China’s 
Greatest Problem.”’ Price per 100 $.35. 


“Why Anti-Opium War.’’ Price per 
100 $.35. 


Information in regard to the way 
in which Anti-Opium Week has been 
observed will be greatly welcomed in 
this office where we are always eager 
to hear anything which may help us 
to know what is being done in- the 
cause and what difficulties are being 
encountered. 


FIRST SUMMER SCHOOL OF 
RURAL TRAINING. 


F’. M. Pyke 


On July 9 the College of Agriculture 
and Forestry threw open its doors to 
the teachers and preach: rs who made 
up it- student body for the first Sum- 
mer Schoo! of Rural Training. Last 
summer without any such provision 
thirty came for training during the 
summer months, and this year with 


‘the former College of Liberal Arts 


Summer School out of the way, the 
chance was offered to enlarge this 
service into a regular four weeks school 
to train workere in the ruralizing of 
the country Church, | 


who participated, 
- roally done things in this direction. 


That this opportunity was widely 
appreciated is evide:it from the num- 
ber who presented them:elves on the 
opening day, representing a8 many as 
nine provinces. The principal courses 
were on Methods and Materials of 
Extension Work, Studies in Rural 
Economics, in Ser culture, Religious 
Education, and Methvds of Teaching 
Agriculture. There were field excur- 
sions, demonstrations of farm imple- 
ments, and helpful extra-curriculum. 
lectures on such subjects as hygiene 
and sanitation. 


The first two morning hours of the 
preachers’ gec'ion were given over to 
discussion of (1) rural rel gious ideas 
and practices, and (2) a community 
program for the rural Church, and 
these were productive of interesting 
side-lights on the problem before a 
rural pastor, with the exchange of 
opinion and conviction crystallizing 
here and there into a formal request 
for the Church to meet a specific need. 
The Summer School was fortunate in 
having Mr. K. T. Chung pre-ent for 
the first week, during which both 
periods were given over to him. Mr. 
Chung’s verve, tact and wide ex- 
perience makes him a master in the art 
of ‘‘group exploration and group dis- 
covery’, to use a phrase some times 
on his lips, which aptly expresses 
what transpired. Under his leader- 
ship the possibility of the Christian 
celebration of Chinese festivals was 
explored from day to day. This 
proved to be not entirely a terra in- 
cognita, for there were present among 
the seventy odd Christian workers 
those who had 


As the discussion of this theme 
proceeded the conviction grew that 
the Chinese festivals were not an 
empty legacy from the past. They 
repre-ent methods of group action, 
‘patterns’? of social conduct, as per- 
haps Professor E:lsworth would say, 
which possess unique value as chan- 
nels of self-expression, and the prob- 
lem facing the Church is one of 
filling these old patterns with a 
Christian content and a serving 
impulse. Some of the preachers told 
of holding grave-visiting and tree 
planting ceremonies at Ching Ming, 
others of holding in the Church, on 
days set apart for ancestor-worship, 
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‘special services where the members 
are encouraged to bring their tablets 
and family records, and to unite in 
the worship, not of the ancestors, 
‘but of the “Father from whom every 
family in heaven and on earth is 
named’’. Still others told of holding 
thanksgiving celebrations in the 
“Church on the fifteenth of the eighth 
moon, the fall harvest fex\tival. | 


Practically all te-tified to the 
absence of wholesome amusements in 
present village life. And the experi- 
ence of these few, pioneering in an 
effort to meet a suocial need and to 
‘Temove some of the stumbling-blocks 
to non-believe:s because of the ap- 
parent indifference and even unfeel- 
ingness of Christians to the group 
conscience, kindled the imagination 
of the many. 


The necessity of finding points of 
contact and estubl shing bases of 
common action with the mass of the 
‘population was apparent. In fact 
‘the emphasis was pressed home that 
it was the duty of the Christian 
worker to outdo in public zal his 
‘unbelieving brother. For this pur- 
pose celebration of patriotic festivals, 
it was poiuted out, was invaluable, 
and the new nationalism furnished 
unique opportunity in this line. 


In the religious motive, with its 
power to sanctily the meanest obser- 
vance, God has placed a mighty 
wWorce in the hands of even the humb- 
lest of his servants. 


In the discussion of the Rural 
Church and Status of Woman it was 
illuminating to see the _ iutensely 
practical turn given to the di-cu-sion 
by preacher: face to face with the 
ignorance and superstition of the 
home-maker of the village farmer. 
Phonetic Script and the Thousand 


Character Readers came in for their 


‘hare of atte:tion, but the evangelists 
wre-ted the argument out of the more 
academic channel by emphatically 
voicing the need for wives in the 
parsonage who in the cooking of food, 
rearing of children, clothing of the 
family, by neatness, address, good 
temper and good sense, could furnish 
their unbelieving neighbois with 
concrete evidence of what a Christian 
home is like. The discussion culmi- 
nated in a resolution to be presented 
4o Ginling asking the principal to 


install a course in Domestic Science 
in order to turn out teachers for 


middie and primary schools in that 
subj--ct. 


In its larger aspect the summer 
school was a decided success. Alter- 
nating rains and breezes kept the 
temperature down. If 1 were asked to 
characterize the effect of the program 
as a whole | should say that it was to 
furnish the Chrstian worker with 
(1) a new approach to his task, (2) 
new methods for that task, and (3) 
an abundance of inspirational ozone. 
There was a‘ lift’’ about the atmos- 
phere of the university campus. 


The story is a familiar one of the 
ship which went aground. Her own 
engines and the efforts of numerous 
tugs failed to effect her release until a 
number of pontoons were laid along- 
side with chains passed under her 
bottom, when the rising of the tide 
floated her from her prison and sent 
her on hér way. There is a rising 
tide at Nanking, and we predict that 
it will not be long before regional 
summer schools of a similar nature 
will be held in other parts of China. 


THREEFOLD CAMPAIGN 


Against Gambling, Prostitution 


and Concubinage 


This campaign, inaugurated at the 
suggestion of a Chinese friend of the 
Council who made it financially 
possible, extended to no less than 
pineteen provinves. Reports have 
come in from fifty-six places giving 
some detail of the way in which the 
matter has beén taken up. It is very 
difficult to judze from these reports how 
wide an impression has actually been 


produced, but we have reasv.n to hope . 


that the effort has not been without 
some real influence in creating a 
better public opinion and in helping 
individuals to overcome these evil- in 
their own lives and in the community. 


Churches, schools, Y. M. C. A’s, 
labour groups. .business men and 
others Joined in there dem onstrations, 
no less than thirty-six of the groups 
being outside distinctively Christian 


circles. Almost every denomination 
working in China was linked up at 
some point or points. In some cases 
visits were paid from headquarters or 
by persons in neighbouring churches. 
But the main emphasis of the work 
seems to have been. to enlist local 
workers in more active speaxing and 
in the organization of fresh sovieties 
to combat these evils. In one place a 
socicty has been formed which meets 
every week in a village temple. In 
some cases the emphasis on these evils 
was joined up in a special way with 
the Week of Kvangelism. In other 
cases series of lectu es were :navgurat- 
ed. In some places leading men and 
officials were interviewed. 


It has not been possible to secure 
reports whch show how far these 
efforts undertaken in the early part 
of this year have been followed up 
and what the permanent results may 
be, but surely we must believe that 
an effort undertaken in this spirit and 
with the objects mentioned has not 
been without ite permanent effect in 
many places. We shall hope tu hear 
more of continued work, and shall be 
glad to publi-h reports which speik 
of progress made, of difficulties met 
and overcome, of intere-t aroused and 
so forth. Let us all continue steadily 
in a campaign which cannot be put 
through in a few weeks or months but 
calls for continuous life-service. 


INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY 
COUNCIL 


Mr. S. C. Leung of Canton attended 
the recent meeting of the international 
Niss onary Council as a representative 
of the National Christian Council of 
China. Letters have been received 
from him and from Dr. Mott in regard 
to the same, Dr. Mutt writing of the 
valued contribution that Mr. Leung 
made and Mr. Leung himself sending 


us a full +tatement of the. 


main subjects di-cussed at the Con- 
ference. We think this statement 
will be of interest to our readers and 
therefore print it in full as follows: 
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Statement Regarding the Rattvik 
Meeting of the Committee of the 


International Missionary Council 


The Committee of the International 
Missionary Council held their session 
for 1926 in the picturesque region of 
Dalecariia, Central Sweden, and as 
guests in Vilohemmet, the Rest Home 
of the Swedish Missionary Society, 
near Rativik, and overlooking Lake 
Siljan. 

The meeting, which lasted from 
July 17 to 24, was the second held by 
the Committee since the last meeting 
of the Cou:.c], wh ch was convened in 
Oxford, England, in 1923. The last 
previous meeting of the Committee 
was that at Atlantic City, New Jersey, 
in 1925, 


Not since the Continuation Com- 
mittee of the World Missionary Confer- 
ence was constituted at the Edinburgh 
gathering in 1910, had the Continua- 
tion Committee, the International 
Misgionary Council which succeeded 
it, or the Committee of the Council, 
held a session in Scandinavia until 
this year. 


The Riattvik meeting was attended 
by practically all of the regular. 


‘members, as well as by the Officeis 


and a few consultative members, 
representing Eu:ope, the two Amer!i- 
cas, Asia and Africa. Dr. John R. 
Mott, Chairman of the Council and 
of its Committee, had just returned 
from an exten-ive tour around the 
Pacific, including vi-its to Japan, 
Korea, China, the Phi\ippines, Malaya, 
the Dutch Kast Indies, Australia and 
New Zealand. Mr. J. H. Oldham, 
one of the secretaries, had during the 
first six months of 1926 visited South 
Africa, Tanganyika, Kenya and 
Uganda. The repiesentatives from 
Japan and China reached Sweden 
direct from the Far East via the 
Trans-Siberian Railway. The repre- 
sentative of uth America 
just come by direct tteamer from Rio 
de Janeiro. The members from s0- 
called ‘‘home base” la: ds were equally 
recent in their contacts. Coming 
together to «oi fer on outstanding 
problems. pertaining to the extension 
of Christianity throughout the world, 
and representing national or interna- 


tional groups of sending agencies or 


National Christian (oun. ile or similar 


bodies on the mission fields. The 
discussions were fresh, vital and re- 
warding, and on themes carefully 
chosen as being of the most u:gent 
importance for international consi- 
deration and action. 


The Council’s Committee, thus 
world-wide in its persunnel, and 
having come together for conference 
im a quiet and i-olated spot, faced up 
to the situation in a tremendously 
changed world, The themes which, 
in the main claimed the time and 
challenged the thinking of this group 
were the fc llowi.g: 


1. Spiritual Vitality. Realizing the 
inadequacy of present efforis to meet 
the needs of the wor!d, the members 
of the Commitee became deeply con- 
vinced that only as new tides of 
spiritual life begin to flow within the 
Church can the waiting tasks be 
fultilled. ‘They were greatly encou- 
raged by the account given by the 
Bishop of -alistbury, one of their 
members, of certain spritual mvove- 
ments within the Church of England. 


2. P.esentation of the Christian 
Message in relation to non-Christian 
Faiths. The Committee came to the 
conclusion that it is desirable to 
initiate a worl inquiry into the 
relation of the Christian message to 
non-Christian systeu.s of thought and 
life. They requested Mr. Oldham to 
explore the possibilities of such an 
inquiry, and the lines which it should 
follow. lf the inquiry is entered 
upon, groups and individuals in 
various countries may be invited to 
participate, and later a general state- 
ment may be prepared in the light of 
different contributions to the common 
study. 


8. Enlisting the New Generation. 
The Committee invited the help of 


their Chairman, Dr. Mott, in the task 


of evolving sand launching more 
adequate’ plans for enlisting ths 
sympathy, interest and service of the 


new generation in the discharge of 


the missionary oblivations of the 
Church. In this conneciion, his con- 
tinued association with the World’s 
Student Christian .Federation wags 
welcomed. 


4. Enlisting the Interest and Service 
of Laymen, The Committee algo re- 
quested help from their Chairman in 
the task of devising ways by which 
tre interest, experience, gifts and ser- 
vices of laymen may, toa far larger 
extent that at present, be enlisted in 
the fulfilment of the missionary 
responsibilities of the Church and in 
the Christianizing of the impact of 
Western civilization on other peoples. 
The value, in this connection, of his 
maintaining a relation with the Young 
Men’s Christian Association was re- 
cogn 

5. Christian Education. The Com- 
mittee were deeply sensible of the 
far-reaching changes taking place in 
the mis-ion field affecting the position 
and work of Christian schools and 
colleges, and of the need of a fresh 
consideration of the aims and distine- 
tive contributions of Christian insti- 
tutions in nati-nal sy-tems of educa- 
t on, and in particular of the problems 
of Christian in-truction, of training 
in habits of devotion and worship and 
of the expression of Christian faith 
in conduct, all in the | ght of a 
deeper understanding of the nature of 
Chri-tian experience, of modern 
psychology, and of recent advances in 
educational theory and _ practice. 
Chairman Mott aid S:cretaries Old- 
ham and Warnshui- were all given 
specific responsibilities under thie 
heading. 


6. Christian Literature. Dr Warn- 
shuis was requested to give continued 
attention to the problems of the 
development of Christian literature in 
order that the Council may render 
such service in cooperation with the 
National Literature Committees as 
may be desired or possible. 


7. Devolution Pr blems of Indi- 
genous Churches. No single topic 
called forth more earenest discussion 
or more vigorous expression of con- 
viction. It was felt that especially 
in the Far East and in India problems 
of the highest urgency and of far- 
reaching importance now challenge 
Christian statesmanship. Questions 
pertaining to what is involved in 
making Christia:.ity indigenous in 
there land=, the measure of autonomy 
that is essential in ec ‘lesiastival, ad- 


ministrative and financixl matters, the — 


principles that should govern the in- 
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corporation into the indigenous Chur- 
Ghes of ideals and customs from the 
civilizations in the midst of which these 
Churches are found—such questions 
are pressilig and inescapable. It was 
felt that failure to deal worthily and 
adequately with them may well create 
increasing confusion, delay necessary 
readju-tments‘in relations between the 
indigenous Churches and the missions. 


8. Racial Questions. The Com- 
mittee were of the opinion that efforts 
to remove misunderstanding and 
antagonixm between races are indis- 
pensable to the progress of the 


Chri tian cause in the world. One 


of the most effective forms which 
such efforts can take was felt to be 
concentration at a few selected points 
on well considered anti strongly sup- 
ported experiment desizned to make 
possible a deeper understanding of 
the forces underlying racial contacts. 
A study of such experiments as may 
be contemplated in Africa, or as may 
be already in progress in the. United 
States, or throughout the Pacific Basin 
was urged on the Council’s officers. 


9. Human Relations in Industry, 
and Forced Labour. These two themes, 
the one already under careful coisi- 
deration by the National Christian 
Councils in India and China, and the 
other involved in the mission ap- 
proach to certain areas of Africa, 
were Carefully discussed, and com- 
mended to the officers for continued 
attention. 


10. Religious Education. It was 
felt that this subject lies at the heart 
of the work of Chri-tian Missions and 
that full consideration of it, to be 
followed by subsequent action, should 
be one of the most inimediate reepon- 
sibilities of the International Mis- 
sionary Council. The officers were 
instructed to carry forward in their 
power to increase the interest of 
missionaries and Christian people 
everywhere in a consideration of the 
issues involved. Due regard was to 
be given to the varying conditions in 
different lands and to the educational 
value of study and discussion by many 
groups of workers, each free to work 
out their approach to the probl-m in 
their own way. The enquiry should 
include religious training and in- 
struction in the day schools, boarding 
schools and colleges, and also in the 


family and in the local Chureh, or 
local Christian community however 
organized, in order that greater pro- 
gre-8 may be made in muaking the 
local, centres of Christian influence 
‘more effective and fruitful through 
religious educational process+s in the 
development of Christian character, 
the cultiva'ion of true worship, and 
the enlistment of all Christians in 
sacrificial service. 


11. Nezt Meeting of the Council. 
Through a long process of corresp. nd- 
ence, and through d.scussions taken 
up in a democratic way in various 
lands, it had become clear that a full 
meeting of the Council should not be 
much longer delayed. Because of the 
growing +trength of the CHurchés in 
Asia and Africa, and the nature of the 
prob'ems to be faced in such a Council 
Meeting, the place of the gathering 
was felt to be of high importance. 
The desirability of having the Council 
Meet ng somewhere in Asia had been 
frequent!y asserted during the year 
of consideration, and the cogency of 
the reasons therefore was heartily 
acknowleiged by the Committee. The 
time had come when representatives 
of the rising Churches in the Orient 
and thoce of the sending Churches of 
the West must come face to face and 
in fair and free di-eussion face their 
common problems. Jerusalem was 
the logical p'ace,—where three con- 
tinents converge, the common home 
of all the Christian groups of the 
world, and on that continent where 
the problems of the younger Churches 
are most acute. 


The membership in the Council 
Meeting was fixed at a number not 
greater than 200,—to be included in 
this total the stated membership of the 
Council, an equ:l number of repre- 
sentatives from the rising indigenous 
Churches, and a limitd group of 
specialists, and men of exceptional ex- 
perience, from whatever country of 
origin, who may be deemed as indis- 
pensable because of capacity to help 
on particular problems. 


The main themes of the Council. 


Meeting are to be those listed above. 
For a worthy consideration of these 
themes there is to be world-wide pre- 
paration and it is hoped that out of 
the Council Meeting there may come 
& new missionary passion throughout 


Christendom including, as we must 
ever hereafter do, these new r Chur- 
ches wherever found 
Christendom. 


The Council Meeting is to be held 
March 19 to April 1, 1928. 


CHINA AND INDIA. 


We think the following quotation 
from the ‘‘National Uhristian Council 
Review” of India wil\be of interest to 
our readers in Chi:a and will help to 
bring home to us all the fact that 
these two great cr ental countries are 
facing problems which have much 
in common ad which ought to be 
easier of solution if we can keep in 
touch with one another. 


‘“We have received the report of 
a Conference of Christan workers, 
with Dr. John R. Mott, held in 
Shanghai uncer the auspices of 
the National Christian Council of 
China, January 5-7, 1926. Dr. 
David Z. T. Yui was the Chairman 
of the Conference and it was attend- 
ed by prominent Chine-e Christians 
and foreign mis-ionaries. The Con- 
ference dealt with some of the 
pres-ing probems the Christian 
movement in China is facing at 
prerent, and it is striking how very 
similar conditions in China are to 
conditions in !ndia. It is true we 
have not in India the anti-Christian 
movement which, from all reports, 
is gathering strength in China. But 
we cannot deny that there are in 
India the same tendencies that 
operated in China in bringing about 
this anti-Chri-tian attitude. The 
extra-territorial rights and special 
privileges granted to foreigners and 
Chinese converts by treaties forced 
upon China by the Western powers 
in her days of weakness came in for 
a good deal of critici-m as the chief 
contributory cause of the growing 
Chinese opposition to the religion 
of Christ. In the course of the 
discussion, while Chinese Christians 
were unanimous in dec'aring that 
they did not heed any such special 
protection, it was significant that at 
least one prominent missionary, 


apparently in the interests of ‘the — 


as part of - 
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70,000 baptized Christians in 16 
provinces in the interior of China’ 
belonging to his mission, pleaded 
that ‘the toleration clauses do help 
in securing religious liberty both to 
Christians and to the missionaries 
and enable the latter to reside in the 
interior’ and dissuaded the Confer- 
ence from ‘taking the initiative in 
seeking to have the toleration clauses 
withdrawn.’ What the well-known 
-Chinese Christian leader, Mr. T. Z. 
Koo, said on this occasion is worth 
quoting as representing the best 
Chinese Christian opinion on the 
subject He said, ‘In the event of 
the abolition of extra-territorial 
rights and the toleration cliuses, I, 
as a Chinese Christian, wi]l t:ke no 
step to safezuard Christian interests. 
I have no interests as Christian 
interes's in China. I will take no 
steps because | have sufficient con- 
fidence in the commonsense of my 
fellow-countrymen to do the right 
thing. I can quite foresee and 
forecast that cerriain elements in 
our population may at times get the 
upper hand to put the screw on 
Christians and persecute Chinese 
Christians. But such things have 
happened in other countries. I 
think Chinese Christians will fight 
it out under similar conditions...... 
If we are not allowed to worship in 
public | am prepared to worship in 
private. We will worship whether 
there are toleration clauses or no 
toleration clau-es.’ These are true 


word: nob'y spoken; and they con- . 


vey a message to Christians in India, 
especially at this time when com- 
munal fights are spreading panic 
among the followers of different 
religions and drivirg them to take 
measures to safeguard what they 
consider to be their respective special 
rights. Communal representation 
on legislative bodies and in the 
‘services’ are the two points on 
which attention seems to be con- 
centrated, at the moment, as the 
most effec'ive method of safeguard- 
ing the lezitimate rights of each 
community or religion. The Chris- 
tian community, at any rate in 
South India, is not behind other 
communities in this scramble for 
power and influence, ostensibly to 
protect the interests of the Christian 
religion!’ In the difficult crisis 
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through which India is now passing, 
shouid not Lndian Christians be the 
first to say to their fellow-couniry- 
mien; ‘We have no interests as 
Christian interests in India to safe- 

. guard. We have faith in you as 
fellow-citizens and as fellow-|ndians 
that you will do nothing unjust or 
untrue to us becau-e we are Christ- 
ians. We are prepared to share 
with you in the spirit of our Master, 
whose we are and whom we serve, 
the burden and toil and suffering 
involved in leading our country to 
freedom so that she may make still 
greiter contributions to the enrich- 
ment of humanity and the establish- 
ment of the Kingdom of God on 
earth?’ In saying this timely word 
are we not encouraved by the 
message that comes from across 
China where a handful of Chinese 
Christians in the most difficult of 
political situations are taking the 
right stand?”’ 


It is only right to add that the 
missionary -peaker referred to in the 
first part of this article, after hearing 
Mr. Koo’s statement, modified his 


Own position and used the following 
words: 


““What has been said as to the 
bad effect of the toleration clauses 
on public opinion in the Chinese 
community, has my sympathy: 
from this point of view I agree that 
their repeal would be beneficial and 
wish to join in the expres-ion of 
that opinion. I listened to the 
words of Mr. Koo with thankful- 
ness. ‘The spirit which prompts 
him and others to willingness for 
persecution rather than that the 

- Gospel shoul! be hindered by 
apparent reliance on _ political 
power, will work great blessing to 
the Church in the future.”’ 


In the same number of the Review 
(August 1926) there are several in- 
teres ing articles dealing with village 
and community education which also 


show our Indian Christan brethren . 


are facing problems similar to our 
own. We should be glad to be the 
means of adding to the circulation of 
this very useful Review and hope 
that those who are interested in ex- 
tracts receive | from it or references to 
it in our Bulletin will communicate 


with the Business Manager, Mr. F. 


McD. Thompkinson, Wes'eyan Miesion 
Press, Mysore, Inia, and get him to 
send them the Review regularly. 


MOVEMENTS AND PLANS 
OF SECRETARIES 


During the summer months the 
secretaries have been trying, like 
many of their colleagues, to combine 
holiday and summer work. Nowadays 
most summer resorts offer opportuni- 
ties not only for recreation but also 
for service, study and conference. 
During this summer there have also 
been several conferences in 
educational centres where buildings, 
ured during term time, have been 
thrown open for special gatherings. 
The opportunities of the summer 
months which come through the 
fact that people can get away from 
their work and meet in such centres 
seem to have Leen used very fully this 
year. 


In Tsinan the Y. M. C. A. held its 
triennial conference and two members 
of the staff attended, Dr. C. Y. Cheng 
and the Rev. K. 7. Chung. The ad- 
dresses of the former have been des- 
cried as having been the high water 
mark of the gathering, giving the 
spiritual note day by day, which 
evidently meant much to those who 
were present. In Tsinan the secre- 
taries also met small groups to discuss 
the proposed National Program and 
other N. C. C. matters. 


Nanking was the centre for one 
month of a strikingly successful school 
on rural problems described in another 
column of this issue. The contribu- 
tion of Rev. K. T. Chung to this school 
was a notable one. 


In Soochow Miss Haass and Mr. 
Meng contributed courses of lectures 
to the Kast China Summer school 
for teachers, in which they dealt 
especially with aspects of the industrial 
problem. Miss Haass hus since then 
represented the N. C. C, at the bien- 
nial meeting of the China Medical 
Association. 
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In Shanghai Mr. Lobenstine attended 
an important meeting of the Council 
on Higher Education at which most 
of the Christian higher educational 
institutions in China were represented. 


In Kuling Dr. Hodgkin took part in 
the Kuling Summer School for Ke- 
ligious Education and in the Kuling 


Missionary Conveition, and also ad- 


dressed meetings of two or three of the 
mi-8ions and spoke at a public meeting 
on China and the Treaty Powers. be- 
sides doing other pieces of work which 
were made possible by the gathering of 
missionaries in that centre. 


Three of the secretaries joined with 
others in a small retreat at Taishan in 
the latter part of August where there 
was a very deep spirit of fellowship 
and much helpful constructive think- 
ing. 


During the early part of September 
Rev. K. T. Chung visited Amoy in 
order to present the claims of the 
Anti-Opium Association and to stir up 
the churches to more vigorous effort 
in regard to this matter. 


Present plans indicate that after 
the Annual Meeting a good deal of the 
time of the secretaries will be spent 
away from Shanghai. If the Annuul 
Meeting adopts a National Program 
no doubt this wil! largely determine 
the nature of their activities, but 
apart from anything which may be 
decided there, the services of Rev. 
K. T. Chung will be again called for 
to a large extent in connection with 
the anti-opium crusade. 


Dr. Cheng is likely to be engaged 
to a cons derable extent in Northern 
and Central China, if conditions 
permit, studying and helping local 
federations and conducting meetings 
and retreats for the de-pening of the 
spiritual! life and for the studying of 
some of the larger questions being 
faced by the Chinese Church. Dr. 
Cheng, acting under doctors’ orders, 
will be comparatively little in Shang- 


- hai during the next period, but he 


will continue to keep his hand on 
certain lines of work through having a 
temporary office in Peking, to which 
correspondence to him + hould be sent 
after the Annual Meeting. 


For the next few months Dr. 
Hodgkin is acting as Resident Secre- 
tary. This appointment is expected 


to terminate early in the next year 
owing to the fact that Mr. C. L. 
Boynton who was formerly connected 
with the China Continuation Com- 
mittee has accepied the position of 
office secretary for the National Chris- 
tian Council. he Executive felt that, 
if the secretaries were to give adequate 
time to travel and to thought upon 
the large issues conn-cted with the 
work, it was essential that a fully 
trained man should be called to this 
office, and there is great satisfaction 
on the part of the Executive that Mr. 
Boynton has been secured and will 
probably take up his work in the 
early part of next year. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE 
TREATIES. 


Summary of the Chinese Replies 
to a Questionnaire Regarding 
Toleration Clauses, Etc. 


During the months ot February and 
March the Council prepared and 
circulated a questionnaire of 14 items 
among the Chinese Christian leaders 
regarding the Church and the Tolera- 
tion Two hundred and 
seventy-five replies have been received 
to date. Replies were made by some 
in the name of the local church, by 
others with the signature of an in- 
dividual, and by a few anonymously. 
Judging from the way the replies 
were sent in, we can see they are of 
uneven value, but even the anony- 
mous ones, we think, have some 
weight. It goes without saying that 
the returns from the frontier provilices 
are necessarily emall in number as 
compared with those of the coast 
provinces. Yet we should bear in 
mind the fact that the majority of 
those who favour abolition of the 
Toleration Clauses is still among the 
inland provinces. 


I. Shall the Church express tts opinion 
in regard to politics? 


1. One hundred and seventy-one 
replies are in favour of the Church 
expressing its opinion. The reasons 
are: 


(a) Adherents of a Patigion are 


also citizens of a nation while the 


Church is a social unit. Since politics. . 


affects our civil life considerably, it 


go 


would not seem out of place for the 
Church to express its corporate opi- 
nion. We should not lose s ght of the 
principle which is implied in the 
Chinese saying that even a single man 
is responsible for the rise and fall of a 
nation. 


(b) Both politics and religion are 
esser.tial in that through both 
enlightened forms of government and 
social organization are established and 
maintained. Religion is the more 
fundamental, for it can “‘bind’’ the 
hearts of the people. If we should 
find the political situation of a nation 
unsatisfactory, religion should remedy 
evils. 


(c) Where political issues touch 
the Church, the latter should not be 
silent. 


2. Forty-six replies suggest that 
the Church ought not to express any 
opinion under the circumstances. ‘1 he 
reasons are: 


(a) Politics and religion should be 
kept separate so that the Church may 
be free from the charge of meddling 
with politics. 


(b) The Kingdom of God ig 
spiritual, not belonging to this world. 


(c) Even if opinion be expres-ed, 
it is doubtful whether it would really 
meet with the approval of the politi- 
clans. 


3. Twenty-one replies are in favour 
of the Church members as individuals 
—not the Church itself—expressing 
their opinion. The reason is that the 
Church as a body should not do so in 
order to avoid the suspicion of med- 
dling in political matters, but the 
members of the Church should fulfil 
their duties, as citizens, in so doing. 


4. Three replies state that the 
advisability of expressing an opinion 
depends upon the nature of the politi- 
cal problem under discussion. The 
reason: Where politial matters 
endanger the cause of justice, right, 
and humanity, the Church decidedly 
cannot refrain from voicing its honest 
opinion. 


lI. Are the Toleration Clauses compa- 
tible with the teachings of UChris- 
tianwy? | 

1. One hundred and eighty-one 


replies say incompatible. The rea- 
gons are: 
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(a) These clau-es exist on the 
basis of force while Christianity 
claims to uphoid right, justice, peace 
and similar virtues by persuasion 
which is the key-note of its propaga 
tion. 


(b) The Church ought to enlist 


the goodwill of the people and rely on 


the power of God as the basis for its 
development. The carrying out of 
plans according to the rights as pro- 
vided in the Toleration Clauses is 
contrary to the principle just men- 
tioned. 

(c) Religious belief arises from 
human nature and consoicice. If 
Christians seek protection under the 
shadow of treaties they seem to rest 
their faith on governments, not wish- 
ing to sacrifice. Thus the genuine 
spirit of a Christien has not truly 
been represe:ited. 


2. Forty-six replies are of the 
Opinion that the Toleration Clauses 
are not inconsistent with Christian 
teachings. The reason is based upon 
historical facts. The mass of the 
Chinese du:ing former periods were 
positively hostile toward Christianity. 
So the only way of relief was for the 
Church to seek protection under the 
treaties as an eme:géency “measure. As 
a inatter of fact, even nowadays the 
Church is not entirely free from anti- 
Christian attacks. St. Paul is seen to 
have taken advantage of the fact that 
he was a Roman citizen. 


III. Is there any necessity for the exis- 
tance of the To eration Clauses, since 
religious freedom has been provided in 
the Constitution of the Republic of China? 


1. One hundred and ninety re 
plies are for the abwlition of the 
Clauses. The reasons are: 


(a) adherent of a _ religion, 

who is primarily a citizen, should 
first of all seek protection from his 
own government. 


(b) It is a cause for shame and 
humiliation to seek protection from 
the foreign treaties, and is contrary 


to the best spirit of the Chinese. 


citizen. 


(c) The Clauses are a part of the 
*‘unequal’’ treaties, which have im- 
paired China’s sovereign power. 


(d) Ministers of the pages should . 


euffer for Christ’ 8 3.ke. 


(e) Abolition would eradicate 
class distinctions between the general 
public (IS) and the proselytes (3%). 


(f) The Church could thereby get 
rid of undesirable elements. 


(g) Abolition would tend to 
develop the indigenous Church. 


(h) It would help in dealing with 
the anti-Christian movement. 


(i) It would tend to cultivate the 
goodwill of the mass. 


2. Sixty-five replies are i“ the 
reservation, for the time being, of the 
Clauses. The reasons are as follows: 


(a) The unsettled political situa- 
tion. 


(b) The Chinese government has 
not yet promulgated laws for pro- 
tect:'on of the Church in Carrying on 
its propaganda. Even if it had done 
so, the government would have only 
acceded to the. demand of other 
nations, (which has more or less to 
do with treaty rights) and not of ite 
own accord, 


(c) The assurance on the part of 
the government for religious freedom 
is not yet adequate. 


(d) The Anti-Christian movement 
is in the ascendency. 


(e) Inasmuch as the treaties were 
made internationally, the Chinese 
government has no right ex parte to 


render any of their clauses null and 
void. 


3. Twelve replies are in favour of 
abolition with conditions. The reason 
is that abolition should not be effected 
until we are sure of a satisfactory 
plan as devised |:y the Chine-e govern- 
ment adequately to insure freedom of 
religious propagation and freedom of 
practising religion. 


4. Five replies are in favour of 
partial abolition, that is, to cancel 
those clauses regarding governmental 
protection of the Chinese Christians, 
and to retain others which relate to 
the protection of the foreign mission- 
aries. The reasons are: 


(a) It seems comparatively simple 
and eary for the Chinese Christians to 
take the initiative of relinguishing 
their privileges 


(b) To facilitate travel of the 


foreign missionar ies, 


especially in 
inland places. | 


IV. Howto help abolish the Teteration 


Clauses? 


1. One hundred and fifty-eight 
replies suggest a formal declaration 
voluntarily made by. the foreign 
mis-ionaries or/and Chinese Christians 
to signify their willingness to help 
abolish them. Among these replies, 
it is interesting to note, 37 are for 
abolition to be declared solely by the 
foreign mirsionaries. Twenty-four 
think that this should be done by the 
Chinese Christians only. Twenty- 
eeven suggest the idea of applying to 
the government of the Republic of 
China for abolition. Oue even 
went to the extent of saying that 
if the missionaries personally did 
not wish to, Chinese should posi- 
tively refu-e to cooperate with them. 
Another advocates the nullification 
of the ‘‘unequal” treat es and at the 
same time proper reco: struction of 
the national administration 80 as 
actually to put into operation the law 
for religious freedom. 


2. Forty-five replies express the 
hope that the Chinese government 
wou'd, of ite own accord, protec’ the 
Church, while the Church itself 
should promote indigenousness and 
earnestly pray for the practical nul- 
= of the Toleration Clauses i in 
efiect 


8. Nine replies suggest the Nation- 
al Christian Council of China, or 
a national conference of ‘Christian 
leaders, or the World Missionary 
Council, or a select group of experts 
of international fame, which might, 
after careful study and planning, take 
steps to help aboli-h these Clauses. 


V. Shall the Toleration Clauses be 
incorporated again in the new treaties 
between China and the foreign nations? 


1. One hundred and fifty-nine 
replies are for non incorporation, for 
they state that the clergy ought to be 
treated on the same footing as ordinary 
people. 


2. Fifty-five has are in favour of 
incorporation. Some add the sugges- 
tion that thi- be done with due regard 
tu national prestige. 


3. Five replies said that possibly 
at the time when new treaties are 
made, the Chinese government would 
not yet be stable enough. Therefore 
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the Toleration Clauses should be in- VIII. Shall Church property be exempt- adequate legal protection on the part 
curporated, ed taxation? of the Chinese government. 
VI. Ij re-incorporated, shall xt be done 1, Ninety-one replies said that we 2. Ninéteen replies stite that we 
on a rectprocal busi? ae should not or need not ask fur ex- should not or need not apply for re- 


1. Ninety-seven replies are in ap- 
proval oi tuls idea. (it should be 
noted that tue numvers of repiies as 
méutioned in Lil, and V, 2 are less 
thun that here stated, tor in both the 
former Causes, several originally sup- 
ported the idea uf total abolition, but 
they add, auwng other thiugs, that if 
Tole:ation Clauses be re-incorporaved 
in the new treaties, it suould be un the 
basis of reciprucity—Hduor’s note). 


~ 2. Fourteen replies are not in 
favour of reciprocity. ‘lhe reason is 
that China, as «a matter of fact, has 
no fvreign missions. So it seems 
only Nuiminaily reciprocal. (i here 
ig a@ reply or twuv wh.ch favours 
re-incorpuration, but nut on the basis 
of reciprocity, with the sole purpose 
of rendering protection to the toreign 
missiouaries—Aditor note). 


3. Another reply favours no re- 
incorporatiun, but makes his statement 
something like this: Buth propagation 
and practising religion should be freely 
sanctio.ed. ‘lhis should be extended 
to all religions without any sgn of 
partiality. Keciprucity must not be 


taken into Consideration at all. 
VII. After the Toleration Clauses: “have 


been cancelled, how are we to meet the 
difficulties? 

1, One hundred and nine replies 
insist on the actual realization of the 
constitutional rights fur protection. 


2. Seventy-two replies favour the 
principle of non-resistance and advise 
patieut watng on the Lord. In 
case of dilticult situations Chinese 
Christians should receive the same 
treatment that is given to other re- 
ligions in the country—with no special 
privilege. 

3. Forty replies urge Chinese 
Christians towards closer union. 
They, as citizens, could by way of 
self-determination meet the hard 
situation in a proper religious spirit 
and spiritual power. 


4. Four replies show the conviction 
that if the Church is able to act on 


\ the basis of love in all things pro- 


bably little or no difficulty will be 
experienced. 


ewption. 


2. Kighty-eight 
that this be done. 


8. Sixty-four replies suggest that 
the Christian Uburch should join with 
other religious aid philanthropic 
bodies in an application for equal and 
just treaiment, on the part of the 
Chinese government, toward all of 
them. 


4. Nine replies advise differentia- 
tion between Church properties, 
according to their nature. ‘Thus if 
the property is for charitable use or 
for the benefit of the public, it may 
ask for exemption; if it is for 
propaganda purpose, then the Church 
ought to pay t.x. 


5. Eight replies favour payment 
of full duty, but no other dues or 
taxes whatever. 


1X. Regarding the custodianship of 
Church properties. 


1. One hundred and fifty-seven 
replies are in favour of custodianship 
by the Chinese hurch. (One suggests 
advisurship to be assumed by foreign 
missionaries ). 

2. Twenty-four replies are in 
favour of custodianship by Chinese 
Christians. (Some suggest the idea 
of supervision by the Church in this 
connection) . 


3. Fourteen replies are in fayour 
of joint custodianship by the Chinese 
Church and Chinese Ubristians. 


4. Ten replies are in favour of 
separate custodianship of the Vhinese- 
owned and the missionary-owned 
properties. 


5. One or two replies are in favour 


replies suggest 


of joint custodianship by foreign and 


Chinese leaders. 


6. Two replies are in favour of 
custodianship to be entrusted to a 
board of trustees, over one-half of 
whom shall be Chinese. 


X. Shall the Christian bodies be 
registered by the Chinese government? 


1. Two hundred and fourteen 
replies insist on applying for registra- 


tion, with the hope of securing 


gistration. 


3. Thirteen replies offer different 
suggestions. Some advyorate the 
schools and the institutionai churches 
be registered. Some suggest that only 
the schools be registered. Others are 
for the registration of schools and 
hospitals. Still others are for the 
registration of hospitals and other 
charitable institutions. There are a 
few who said in their replies that the 
Churoh should be registered, while 
other bodies which might be consider- 
ed as belonging to it, need not be 
registered. On the other hand, those 
who insi-t on no registration for the 
Church are most likely in fear of 
possible intervention by the govern- 
ment. 


4. Two replies are in favour of 
settlement of this question only after 
a review of local conditions. 


XI. Are the six articles of the regula- 
tions (promulgated by the Ministry 
of Education, Peking) regarding the 
registration of foreign-financed schools, 
cbjectionable? 


1. One hundred and thirteen 
replies are in favour of ail the articles. 


2. One hundred and one replies 
are in fayour of the first four, but 
demand that the Sth and tth be 
revi-ed. 


3. Forty-two replies are not in 
favour of compliance with the articles 
for fear of legal obstruction or other 
difficulties arising therefrom. 


XII. Do the private schools have 
freedom of teaching religion? 


1. One hundred and seventy-seven 
replies said that such a freedom: exists, 
but it should be exercised with care 
and due re-pect of the student’s right 
of free choice. 


2. Fifty-four replies suggest that 
religion may be taught as one of the 
extra-curricular activities, i in a friend- 
ly spirit. 


3. Sixteen replies show the con- 


-viction that there is no such freedom, 


for the school should devote itself to 
education; the propagation of religion 


should be left to the C{ urch, 


| 
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XIII. Shall non-Christians serve on the it does not desire that the legal rights —_It was also 


directing boards of various Christian 
bodies? 


1. One hundred and twenty-five 


replies do not favour such participa- 
tion, fearing rupture as a result of 
prejudice or gradual animosity. 

2. Fifty-six replies favour limita- 
tion, that is, to limit the number of 
the non-Christians, or to limit them 


.. to Certain organizations, to request 


them to serve in the capacity of 
honorary advisers or act as honorary 
members of the board of directors, or 
to limit their rights and privileges; 
etc. 


8. Fifty replies are in favour of 
participation by non-Christians, with 
the hint by some that we seek 
fellowship of like-minded men and not 
material gain or financial help 
primarily. 


XIV. Shall the Church cooperate with 


bodies of other religions with a view 
to asking the Chinese government to 
provde for just and equal treatment 
toward all religions? 


1. One hundred and sixty-eight 
replies are in favour of this idea. 

2. Forty-eight replies are 
disapproval of it. 

3. Thirty-three replies advise cau- 
tion and postponement. 


Recent Statements Re the 
Treaties. 


Since the last issue the following 
have been received: 


London Missionary Society. 

With reference to the action of the 
Board concerning the proposals for 
the revision of the treaties covering 
the question of extra-territoriality and 
toleration clauses, the A.C. has had 
before it all the decisions of the D. C’s 
on the matter. It has carefully con- 
sidered the question, and while bound 
to acknowledge that there has been 
some criticism of the method in which 
the matter was handled, would assure 
the Board that it conse ders this action 
to have been in the best interests of 
the work of Christian Nissions in 
China. Carried by four votes to one. 


Presbyterian Church of New Zealand. 
(1) The Foreign Missions Com- 


in 


mittee wishes to make it known that | 


of its mission and missionaries in 


China should in future rest upon 


existing treaties between Great Britain 
avd China, and in particular upon 
the sv--alled toleration clau-es in 
these treaties dealing specifically with 
missionary work: and it desires that 
future rights and privileges should be 
those freely accorded to them by 
China as a Sovereign Power, and 
mutually agreed upon in equal conter- 
ence between China and other nations. 


(2) The Foreign Missions Com- 
mittee notes with satisfaction the 
announcement of His Majesty's Gov- 
ernment of its readiness to join in 
steps towards a comprehensive revision 
of exi:ting treaties between Great 
Britain and China. While recognising 
that the question of extra-territoriality 
is of very much greater moment to 
the inte.est of commerce, so far as the 
interests of its mission and mission- 
aries are coucerned, it would welcome 


the abviition of the present articles 


relating to that subject, and the sub- 
stitution for them of such provisions 
for the administration of justice and 
the protection of the lifeand property 
of British nationa/s as may be mutual- 
ly agreed upon in equal confere:ce 
between China, Great Britain, and 
other Powers. 


North China Kung Li Hui: 


Resolutions adopted at its Reoent 
Meeting, May 1926. 


VOTED, in regard to the attitude 
of the North China Kung Li Hui 
toward the unequal treacies, that: 


1. We most vigorously advocate 
freedom of spreading religion irres- 
pective of national boundaries, 


Z>~ We oppose all provi-ions in 
the treaties grauting special privi- 
leges for religion. 


8. Regarding eonsular jurisdic- 
tion and all unreciprocal provisions 
in the treaties, we urge the most 
thoroughgoing revision, 


4. (a) We present the above 
articles direct'y to the Chi:ese and 
American Governments for carrying 
into effect. 


(b) We also report them to the 
National Christian Council of China, 
and urge that body to promote these 
aims earnestly. 


VOTED, that this Council approve 
of the Chinese Church under no 
circumstances displaying the flag of 
another country for protection. 


NOTES AND COMMENTS 


National Day, October 10th 


This year the National Day, October 
10th, falls on a Sunday, and the 
occasion is being used through the 
forthcoming number of the China for 
Christ Bulletin to call Christians to 
use this as an opportunity for think- 
ing of the nation in terms of religion. 
Dr. C. Y. Cheng calls attention in this 
Bulletin to the growing national con- 
sciousness in China as « good sign but 
not wthout dan if those who are 
so passionately patriotic should by 
their enthusiasm be carried from the 
right path. He urges upon Christians 
the duty of helping the nation to keep 
the right road and makes various 
suggestions for the better using of the 
day, so that the national spirit may 
he turned toward God in seeking His 
way for China, and in the earnest 
desire that the nation may fulfill ite 
divine destiny. The suggestion he 
makes particularly is that the note 
from the pulpit on October 10th 
should be one of hope, in order that 
the national depression which has 
come with the disappointment of so 
many ideals might be ove:come, and 
in its place there might grow upa 
hope rooted not in a consideration of 
outward circumstances but in a living 
faith in God. , 


The suggestion is made that in 
addition to preaching and prayer 
there might be opportunities for dis- 
cussion in small group meetings and 
retreats at which the following ques- 
tions might be patiently and prayer- 
fully considered: 

1. What is China’s 

to-day? 


real need 


2 
ill. 

8. What is your ideal China? 
4 


What is Christianity’s contribu- 
tion to-day? 


~ 


help China? 


What is the cause of China’s 


What can you yourself do to : 


~ 


¥ 
~ 
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/~ 
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Week of Evangelism 


The Week of Evangelism, which 
owés its origin to the work of the 
China Continuation Committee, has 
now become a permanent factor in 
the Christian activities of many 
centres throughout the country. Last 
year materi:l was prepared especially 
by the Central China Religious Tract 
Society and the Christian Literature 
Society, the tracts issued by both 
organizations being very widely used. 
As is well known, the former society 
has for many years been issuing ma- 
terial for the Week of Evangelism. 


Plans are on foot for the issuing of a 


series of tracts again this year by the 
Tract Society. It is also hoped that 
special material for more educated 
readers will be prepared and issued 
by the Christian Literature Society 
again this year. Fuller details in 
regard to the Week of Evangelism 
will appear in the next Bulletin. (See 
also below.) 


At asmall conference of represen- 
tatives of literature societies held in 
Shanghai the other day it was felt 
that there was room for more specia- 
lised literature to supplement what is 
being published in Hankow, although 
in many places this literaturé is felt 
adequately to meet the need. 


Worship in Homes 


Rev. Thomas Caldwell of the Church 
Missionary Society, Mienchu, Sze- 
chuen, has sent us copies in Chinese 
of a form of public prayer for churches 
meeting in private houses in country 
districts. It is intended to make it 
possible for those of limited education 
to conduct worship in their homes. 
The work was done by Mr. Donni- 
thorne of the Church Missionary 
Society, Anhsien. If any friends 
would like to try this out in their 
own districts we can supply a limited 
number at a small cost. 


Dr. Erdman Speaks 


At the recent meeting of the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States of America, the 
moderatorial sermon preached by Dr. 
Erdman is full of good things, from 
which we take the following as having 
a direct bearing on the spirit in which 
Christian work in China as elsewh*re 


- should be carried forward. May those 


of us who work in the Council or 
who look on at it from without beware 
of these perils and be increasingly 
filled with true love. 


‘* A man who is factious and causes 
separations among Christians shows 
that he is out of fellowship with 
Christ and is not controlled by his 
Spirit; and a divided church is always 
spiritually weak and impotent. The 
influence of the Spirit is to unite 
believers iu the bonds of Christian 


‘ Others of us may be ‘grieving the 
Spirit.’ Paul indicates that this may 
be done by bearing false witness 
against our fellow-Christians, by our 
bitterness and suspicion and envy and 
malice, and by not ‘speaking the 
truth in love.’ 


‘* Here is one of the perils and the 
sins of much theological controversy. 
Fair, frank ay@<kindly discussion of 
divergent views is stimulating and 
helpful; but bitterness, dogmatism 
and temper are destructive of spiritual 
power. 


‘It would be a blessing to the 
Church if no man were allowed to 
debate Christian doctrine unless he 
possessed a vein of humour, common 
sense and brotherly love. We need 
to heed to-day the injunction of the 
apostle: ‘Let all bitterness and wrath 
and anger, and clamour and railing, 
be put away from you, all malice; 
and be kind one to another, tender- 
hearted, forgiving one another, even 
as God also in Christ forgave you.’.... 


“There is some danger of taking 
for granted that one has the right 
interpretation of Scripture and then 
concluding that all who hold different 
views are heretical. There are men 
who need to cultivate more modest 
views of their own infallibility.” 


Week of Prayer 


The first draft of the call to the 
observance of the Week of Prayer has 
recentiy been received by us from 
London and Dr. Cheng has signed the 
call on behalf of the Christian forces 
in this country. We hope that the 
observance of this Week may be even 
more wide and more helpful than in 


previous years, and we shall be glad — 


to hear from any persons who wish to 
have copies of the call in Chinese 
which is now in course of preparation, 
so that we may send them in sufficient 
numbers for such use as they may be 
put to. The outline follows some- 
what the same general lines as those 
of previous years, but a good deal of 
material is introduced under each 
heading which bears directly on the 
present situation. 


We shall be glad also to hear from 
time to time of ways in which the 
Week of Prayer has been used and 
the experience of our readers in 
connection with it. 


The Church of Christ in China 


We have received a copy of the 
‘Information Service’ issued by the 
Church of Christ in China, Kwang- 
tung Divisional Council, dated August 
13, 1926 ‘This leaflet contains very 
useful matter in rezard to the way in 
which the Church of Christ in China 
is being reorganized to meet the 
present situation, the notes of an 
address by the Rev Y.5S. Tom setting 
forth the way in which this reorgani- 
zation is likely to be helpful in the 
life of the Church, and an outline for 
the form of administration which is 
being proposed. This material is 
likely to be very useful to others who 
are discussing similar problems in 
other parts of China and no doubt 
copies of the ‘‘Information Service’ 
will be sent from the headquarters 
of the Council, West Bund, Canton, to 
those who ask for them. 


New Terms in Chinese 


We should like to draw attention to 
Mr. Evan Morgan’s new volume, 
‘“New New Terms.’’ His work on 
new terms, which many of our readers 
know, has been completely re-written 
and contains any number of new 
terms and phrases. In the constantly 
changing and growing condition of 
the Chinese language this will un- 


doubtedly be in constant demand and > 


we are glad to say that a special offer 
has been made to mi¢tsionaries in the 


following terms: 


‘Until the end of 1926 Missionaries 
may get the Dictionary for $1.60 post 
paid, provided the order is sent direct 
to the author at 143 North Szechuen 
Road, Shanghai, with cash.” 


~ 


TTT? 
| 
+% 


1¢ THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 


Tracts for the Week of 
Evangelism 


[nformation has just been received 
before going tu press of the following 
publications issued by the Religious 
Tract Seciety for China, Hankow, in 
connection with the Week — of 
Evangelism: 

Precious Words of the Gospel, a set 
of six tracts by Mr. Harry Price. 
(Term for God used, Shen) 


No. 1. God the Creator of all 
2, The Nature of Sin. 
3. ‘The Saviour from Sin 
4. Christ mv Redeemer 
5. -Redemption through His 


hood 
6. ‘The Fruits of Salvation 
Price per packet of 10 each, 60 
tracts, 40 cents less 40% discount for 
Cash orders of $5 worth. 


A Set of Six Choruses to go with the 
tracts, 10 of each choru-,-60 in all, 10 
Cents a set, 

A Set of Six Posters in two colours, 
price about 12 cents per set net. 


The Christian Literature Society 
is publishing a set of six sheet tracts 
of about one thousand characters each, 
designed specially for more educated 
people and merchants. They will be 
Bent out at cost price but not in less 
quantities than 100 sets. With each 
Consignment there wil! be a con- 
siderable number of other tracts sent 
free. 


BEAR YE ONE ANOTHER’S 
BURDENS 


Articlea in this issue give 
suggestion which should 
prayer. 


1. The Annual Meeting with its 
possibilities and dangers ealls for 
rayer on the part of all that guidance 
may ba given to those who meet, 
Sympathy, insight, courage, faith, in 
such measure that the Holy Spirit 
may be able to use the group in its 
corporate life and in its definite 
actions May it be a time of rich 
 §pirituai fellowship and new visions 
of God and His will for China. 


* 2. The idea of a National Program 
is @teadily gaining ground in the 


much 
lead to 


minds of many. If it be adopted it is 
important that it be of such a kind as 
can enlist the fullest enthusiasm of ai] 
and call forth fresh energies and a 
larger spirit of hope and expectancy. 
Let it be begun, continued and carried 
through in Christ. 


3. The anti-opium crusade with 
its terrific tasks calls as scarcely any- 
thing else in China for a courage born 
of faith. Can we have a real hope 
that this evil can be overcome? Quly 
in God can such a vision be more than 
a vain dream. May all who join in 
this campaign be moved by the one 
Spirit and by Him given a conviction 
that their labour wil! not be thrown 
away. 


In connection with the 10th of 
October Dr. Cheng, in the China for 
Christ Bulletin, calls for prayer and 
meditation on the following lines: 


Confession of National and social sins. 


1. Sin of commis-10n —militarism , 
etc. 

2. Sin of omission—iack of good 
government, ete. 

o. My personal share in it. 


Thanksgiving for blessings received, 
1. National consciousness. 
2. National solidarity. 
3. Stability in midst of transition. 


Praver for divine grace. 


1. ‘To distinguish true and false. 

2. ‘To persevere and move forward. 

‘> ry 

5. To stand for truth and right- 
eOUusness, 


from a New York Chureh which 
has been gstudying China comes the 
following which we give to our 
readers in order to stimulate prayer 
for ourselves and our fellow- workers. 


Pray For China! 


The Christiatr cannot fail to see that 
God is expressing Himself in the 
spiritual re-creation taking place in 
China. Inevitably this is a matter of 
deepest concern, for it is indissolubly 
connected with the growth and deve- 
lopment of His Kingdom on earth. -~. 


By throwing the whole power of 
their prayer and spiritual vigor into 


the balance, Christians can help to 


make the impact of truth and right- 
eousness invincible. They ure faced 


with an Opportwn ty 
prehensible im 


Hicting idealistus, tthe 
of se: sitivences —s 
delay or tack the 
Christ #-pirit th «4 
of new China 

For the-e the «eve 


Suggested as com hg The 
of prayer neeled at thet 

Chinese thoagght may be 
unse! fish mot vee, by pure -- 
directed hy Divine 
powered hy the Holy Spore 


the discernment of the great bore 
grace underlying a 
girding presence, and 
His ability. 

3. That evilly 


may be effectual y & 
terfering with the lee 
sion and growth of these 
ideas which directly foo 
activity of the spirit of trath 


4. ‘That ail 
rendered extremels 


ee 


vastnes:, the trice@y,. he ho 
aud the wondrous peterey of 
upheaval and unrest now 


the world as related to the e@te@ 
of God’s Kingdom. 


fettered in the slightest jeg. at 
that because of ehergie*® et 
His Kingdom might ‘or 
the world in unmeasured 
and power and with Sewer 


‘before imagined. 


CHINA! No man Gan 
possibilities for affecting the fuber « 
the human race. To bring 
the fold of endeavor and thus! . 
her up with al! those whe 
supremely is « task «of Greg ee ba 
magnitude. It challenges the whitest 
of faith. By joining forces now wrth 
God in a renewed devotion and Geet 
cration, we Can bring to pagt & /e% 
lution of the spirit that shal omer 
whelm the forces of evil amd go fer 
toward the establishment of Gel’ 
Kingdom in this generation 


Let us PRAY. 
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